
 
 
December 19, 2018 

We would like to invite you to support Workhorses, a cycling team competing in the 2019 Race 

Across the West (RAW) to raise funds for the Equitarian Initiative (EI). Our 2-woman team 

consists of Sandy Taylor and Molly Cripe Birt, friends and colleagues at Purdue University 

College of Veterinary Medicine. The Equitarian Initiative is a non-profit, grassroots organization 

based from Minnesota, but knows no international border for its mission. EI is dedicated to the 

preparation of volunteer veterinarians in the global scene to improve the health, nutrition, 

productivity and welfare of the working horses, donkeys and mules of the world. By educating 

local veterinary staff and caretakers, EI empowers them to make sustainable changes to the 

lives of their equids and the people whose livelihood is intrinsically tied to their well-being.  

The Race Across the West will start in Oceanside, California on June 11th, 2019. We will have 

less than three days to finish in Durango, Colorado. These 930 miles will be raced as a two-

person relay team, riding day and night! We will have a crew of eight people (family and 

friends) who will support us on this journey while raising awareness about the importance of 

the working equids in developing countries.  

With the help of our crew, family, friends and sponsors, we hope to meet our fundraising goal 

and have an adventure doing it! We hope that you will contribute financial support or in-kind 

donations to our endeavor. Names and applicable logos of sponsors will be featured on our 

team’s website (http://www.workhorsescycling.com) and the RAW website 

(http://www.raceacrossthewest.org). Major sponsors will be displayed on both websites, our 

cycling jerseys and three support vehicles during the race. Please see the attached document 

for more information on sponsorship.  

If you have any questions about RAW or our team, please contact Sandy and Molly at 

workhorsesRAW2019@gmail.com, or you may call Sandy on her cell phone: (509) 389-1912. If 

you have any questions about EI, please visit their website at https://equitarianinitiative.org/  

Sandy and Molly chose EI as their charity to support for many 

reasons, starting with their careers as a large animal internal 

medicine specialist and a veterinary nurse, respectively. The 

importance of the working equid in developing nations is often 

overlooked but vital to the economy – trade, commerce, 

transportation, agriculture and tourism. A horse, donkey or mule 

is more than a pet to many families, as they are essential to their 

livelihood. They generate income, which then provides a means 

to access health care and to provide an education for children. 

Simply put: communities world-wide rely on the working equid, 

and the Equitarian Initiative assists with keeping these hard-

working animals healthy through collaboration with local 

veterinarians and caretakers, and by providing resources. Thank 

you for your generous support! 
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